^ JFK probe panel hears Trafficante 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Santos Traf- 
ficante, sole survivior of three U.S. 
underworld figures who plotted with the 
CIA against Fidel Castro, declined -to 
answer any questions Wednesday from 
the House Committee om assassinations, 
including whether he discussed plans, to 
murder President John F. Kennedy. 

“Did you ever discuss with any in- 
dividual plans to assassinate President 
Kennedy prior to his assassination?” 
chief counsel Richard A. Sprague asked. 

Trafficante, a former gambling figure 
in Cuba, refused to answer that and the 
13 other questions put to him, invoking 
constitutional provisions including the 
Fifth Amendment privilege against 
self-incrimination. 

Trafficante refused to say if Jack 
Ruby, the man who killed Lee Harvey 
Oswald, had once visited hin^ when he 
was in prison in Havana, Cuba. And he 
refused to say if he was involved in CIA 
assassination plots against Castro or 
whether any federal agency had tried to 
keep him from testifying before the 


House committee. 

Chairman Louis Stokes, DOhio, 
declined to describe what evidence, if 
any, the committee staff had to support 
such questions. 

Trafficante was one of three 
underworld figures involved in the CIA 
assassination plots against Castro. 

The other two, John Roselli and Sam 
Giancana, Were murdered after the 
Senate intelligence committee sought 
their testimony two years ago. Roselli 
was assassinated after testifying and 
Giancana was killed right before he was 
scheduled to testify. 

Stokes was asked if he was concerned 
about jeopardizing Traffieante's life by 
calling him to testify. 

“I don’t know how to answer your 
question,” Stokes said. “Fm concerned 
about any murder in the United States.” 

Stokes said the committee had some 
idea in advance that Trafficante would 
refuse to anwer questions but called him 
anyway. 

Asked if the committee might give 


Trafficante immunity from prosecution 
in an effort to force him to testify, Stokes 
said, “That certainly is in the realm of 
possibility.” 

The chairman had warned Trafficante 
that the committee might recommend to 
the House that he be cited for contempt 
of Congress but Trafficante still refused 
to answer any questions. 

The Senate intelligence committee 
said two years ago that Roselli, Gian- 
cana and Trafficante were recruited by 
the CIA to have Castro assassinated. 

It said Trafficante lined up an 
assassin in one of the plots to put poison 
in Chstro’s food at a Havana restaurant. 

Tfie Senate committee said a CIA 
report suggested that Trafficante had 
recruite4 a Cuban exile leader to 
manage the assassination. 

The report also suggested that the 
Cuban exile leader had been receiving 
money from Trafficante and other 
racketeers interested in securing 
gambling, prostitution and dope 
monopolies in Cuba if Castro was killed. 



